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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made In this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

2. Claims 14-15. 19, 21-22 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Haruma et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,761 ,343). 

With regard to claim 14, Haruma describes an encoding device, which applies 
plural kinds of predetermined encoding processing In order to Image Infomnation to be 
inputted, comprising plural encoding processing means which are provided in 
association with the respective kinds of encoding processing, wherein the encoding 
device performs the plural kinds of encoding processing with respect to the image 
Infonnation in parallel with preceding the encoding processing using the respective 
corresponding encoding processing means with a predetemriined first phase difference 
according to contents of the encoding processing (see figure 1 3 and refer for example 
to column 1 0, lines 41 -54 and column 1 1 , lines 4-1 7). 

As to claim 15, Haruma describes wherein the encoding processing means 
corresponding to respective kinds of the encoding processing are provided for each 
predetermined unit of the image information, and the encoding processing means for 
each predetermined unit of the Image infomiatlon perfomi respective kinds of the 
encoding processing with a predetermined second phase difference, respectively (see 
figures 6 and 13 and refer for example to column 10. lines 41-54 and column 11. lines 
4-17). 
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In regard to claim 19, Haruma describes wherein the respective encoding 
processing means apply corresponding the encoding processing to the image 
information with predetermined plural pixels as a unit (as clearly illustrated in figure 6). 

With regard to claim 21 , Haruma describes an encoding method of applying 
plural kinds of predetennined encoding processing in order to image information to be 
inputted, comprising an encoding step of performing the plural kinds of encoding 
processing with respect to the image information in parallel with the respective 
preceding encoding processing with a predetermined first phase difference according to 
contents of the encoding processing (see figure 13 and refer for example to column 10, 
lines 41-54 and column 1 1 , lines 4-1 7). 

As to claim 22, Haruma describes wherein, in the encoding step, respective 
kinds of the encoding processing are perfonmed in parallel for each predetemnined unit 
(as clearly illustrated in figure 13). 

In regard to claim 25 Hamma wherein respective kinds of the encoding 
processing are applied to the image information with predetennined plural pixels as a 
unit (as clearly illustrated in figure 6). 

3. Claims 1 -1 3 and 26-35 are allowed. 

4. Claims 16-18, 20 and 23-24 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Application/Control Number: 10/840.128 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2624 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
of the record fail to teach or suggest singly and/or in combination an encoding device 
and method for encoding image information to be inputted which provides encoding 
means which applies predetemnined encoding processing to the image information; and 
first storing means which, when the encoding means applies the encoding processing 
to the image information, stores state quantity information representing a predetermined 
state quantity which is used while being sequentially updated according to a processing 
state of the encoding processing, wherein the encoding means reads out only a 
necessary part of the state quantity infonnation, which is stored in the first storing 
means, from the first storing means and changes the state quantity information 
according to the processing state of the encoding processing with respect to the image 
information, and then writes back the state quantity infonnation to the first storing 
means as prescribed for in the claimed invention. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jose L. Couso whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7388. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 6:30 to 
3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Bella, can be reached on (571) 272-7778. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the USPTO contact Center whose telephone number 
is (703) 308-4357. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonnation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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